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BYRON GLIDING CLUB
INFORMATION SHEET
Our Club

Our incorporated not-for-profit community club has been operating from Tyagarah Airfield since 1992. Members can number up to 40 although this does vary with some being more active than others. All are flying enthusiasts and friendly. The club is run by a management committee and is staffed and operated entirely by volunteers.

Location

Motorgliders, as opposed to pure gliders, offer you the flexibility to fly when and where you want to and to sample a wide range of flying and gliding experiences. At Byron Bay we are fortunate to fly over one of the most scenic places in eastern Australia with vistas varying from the eastern coastline, mountain ranges and the hinterland.
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We fly from Tyagarah Airstrip just north of Byron Bay. This grass strip is council owned and is 900m long in an E-W direction. We own the white hangars at the eastern edge of this strip at the end of Old Brunswick Road immediately off Gray’s Lane.
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Contact Details
see  byrongliding.com

Facilities
The club operates on council leasehold but owns and maintains all facilities including a clubhouse with a kitchen and shower available, 2 large hangars and a basic camping area.
Club Operations

Visitors are most welcome to enjoy the experience and sensation of gliding. We can operate most days though it is essential you book to check the availability of aircraft and qualified members to assist you.
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Club Aircraft
There are several motorgliders that can be hired including several Motorfalkes, a Dimona and Grob. They vary in complexity and operating costs. You will initially learn in one of the Motorfalkes.
Going Flying
You can sample what we have to offer by taking one of our trial instructional flights of varying duration and cost. If you decide to join any additional cost, above the normal rate for a member, of that flight will be credited to your account. In addition training is available. While you are learning the cost is slightly higher and a GFA training syllabus is followed (see questions over). Once you are solo, a cheaper club rate is applicable.                        

                                                                                                                                                       (See back of sheet)
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FACTS YOU MIGHT WANT TO KNOW ABOUT

1. How Long Does It Take To Go Solo?
The number of flights will depend on your aptitude, age, prior experience, frequency of instructional flying and ability to consolidate training. It could take anywhere between 15- 20 flying hours more or less.
Motorgliders are really the best way to learn to fly and it is easy for pilots to convert to pure gliders or powered aircraft in the future.
2. How Long Will My Training Flight Last?

When you fly motorgliders we can guarantee good value as we are not totally dependent on rising air to stay up. Normally flights are about 40 minutes to 1 hour while you are learning. Later in your training you may have more and longer sessions. However gliding is weather dependent and when you fly and the length of your flight may vary with the forecast and the season.
3. What Must I Do To Start Flying?

You must be a member of a club to use their facilities, hire their aircraft and be taught. You must also be a member of the Gliding Federation of Australia (GFA) which supervises all club activities, airworthiness and provides insurance coverage. Currently our annual club membership is $240 and GFA is up to $225 p.a.. These can be taken on a once only basis for shorter periods at less cost.

4.  Do I Get a Licence?

There is no formal licence rather a series of certificates issued by the Gliding Federation of Australia (GFA) and instructor endorsements in your logbook. You will need to declare that you are medically fit. Generally if you can drive a car then you can fly a glider. Pilots as young as 15 or well into their 70s can go solo. There are some personal weight restrictions that can vary from glider to glider.

5. What Will It Cost To Learn To Fly?

This will vary from individual to individual but it could be around $2000 or more. Initial learning flying fees are around $150/hour. This will include both ground briefings and air instruction. You will also require a theory text book and a logbook to record your flights.
6. Are Motorgliders Different To Pure Gliders?

Only in that they have their own motor for launching whereas pure gliders have to be towed or winched into the air. Motorgliders still soar with their motor off but can restart at anytime making them far more versatile. Some motorgliders aren’t quite as efficient as pure gliders.

7. How Do Motorgliders Stay Up Without Their Motor Operating?
After climbing high enough the motor is switched off then the skilled part begins. Pilots have to find a succession of  “thermals”  or columns of rising air to circle in and so climb up to cloud base. Sometimes, in summer, we can ride rising air flowing over nearby ridges facing into a strong onshore breeze and very occasionally, in winter, rise in a wave of air created behind mountain ranges.  The challenge is to stay up as long as possible using the smallest amount of motor.
8. What Sort of Performance Do Motorgliders Have?

They have conventional directional controls like any other aircraft and fly at speeds generally around 70 - 90 kms/hr yet can fly up to 250 kms/hr. Thermals can go up to 12000 feet and in summer quite long flights of 100s of kms are possible. The secret with motorgliders is that they can fly both like a glider or a powered aircraft and you can go anywhere around Australia if you wish. Some of our aircraft have done just that!
9. How Are Motorgliders Maintained?
There is a system of annual, daily and preflight inspections to ensure that the glider is safe for flight. Gliders are constructed to very stringent construction and airworthiness standards. They are checked by licenced aircraft mechanics or suitably qualified club members at regular intervals based either on engine hours or airframe time periods e.g. annually.

10. Can You Do Aerobatics?

We do not normally perform aerobatics except for some simple manoeuvres. There are performance restrictions on some motorgliders due to the extra weight of their engine.

11. Is Gliding Safe?
Any form of aviation carries an element of risk gliding less so as we fly slower and do not have to rely totally on the engine to stay up, for this reason we always try to remain over safe areas in case we have to land. If a paddock landing is required gliders can be disassembled and returned to the airfield in a trailer.
